Heckington St Andrew's Church of
England Primary School Newsletter

28th February 2019

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to the new school term; I hope you all had a lovely half term break. The children have all started their new
learning topics and it has been lovely to see the different learning taking place across school. We welcome Mrs
Albrighton to our school team but we also have a sad goodbye to make today as it is Mrs Riddell's last day. I am sure you
will all join me in thanking her for all her hard work at St. Andrew's and wishing her all the very best for the future; we
will miss her! If you haven't booked for parents’ evening next week, please log on to the parents’ evening system as soon as
possible and do so. If you have any problems, please see a member of staff in the office who will be happy to help.

As you know, sadly in this day and age things are posted on the internet/sent through group chats which are highly
inappropriate. We are aware of children within our school and other local schools discussing this and I have been
informed that if you use Youtube to watch Peppa Pig or similar child friendly programmes you might access Momo
indirectly. This link is not something we would want our children to be privy to.

Attached to this newsletter is a parents’ guide to the "Momo Challenge” which we recommend you read and, if you have
children who use regular chat groups and/or the internet regularly, please ensure you monitor and observe what your child
is able to access. Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you require any support in the matter. This is obviously a
safeguarding issue and something I wanted to bring to your attention so you can be mindful of it in the future.

Yours sincerely

Mrs J Bentley
Headteacher

Parents Evening Booking System We would like o say a LONGWATER

https://heckingtonstrewscofe.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ huge thank you to T CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES —
Longwater Construction Supplies for providing the

school with all the materials for the decking and
Music Payments fencing at a significant discount.
Please can you make sure payments are sent to the School
Office for Music Lessons and Colourstrings as soon as
possible.

School Closures

In the event of bad weather, we will endeavour to

Bags for School keep the school open where possible. However, if

2S¢,
& 6%/ we have no alternative but to close school due to
Bags will be coming home this week fo be bad weather please check Parent Hub, Twitter
returned to school on 19th March by 9:00am. _ZE70 and Lincs FM will also be announcing School
Closures.

Dates for your Diary

5.3.19- Parents Evening (4.00pm -7 :00pm)
5.3.19— Y5 Global Sleaford Visitor in school
7.3.19- Parents Evening (3.30pm-6.30pm)
11.3.19—Hilltop Residential trip (Year 6)
15.3.19—Red Nose Day—PJ Day (See attached)




It's importantto note that new challenges are arising on the internet all the time. We have created to this guide to raise awareness of the issue and offer
advice on helping parents to talk to their children about making safer dedsions online. See also our'7 conversation starters’ guide for more tips on better
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communication with your child.

Momo Is a sinister‘dhal that has been around for some time. It has recently resurfaced and

s killer game, Momo has been heavily linked with
YouTube, and most recently (and most woiryingly).. You
Images, and asks users to partake in dangerous challengeslike

reportedly sends
wakingup atra

Tokyo and unrelated to

CHILDREN'S VIDEOS
BEING'HUACKED'

There have been recent reports that some
seemm? Innocent videos on YouTube and
YouTube Kids (such as'sualgme eggs),
unboxing videos and Minecraft videos) have
been edited by unknown sources to Include

violence provoking anEdloc other -
Ina riate content. Even t

YouTu pmnnor and remove vldhg:)’sgﬂ\at
Include Inappropriate content, clips can be

urloaded and viewed thousands of times
before ﬂ\ey reported and removed.Asa

parent, it's difficult to spot these videos as

the harmful content doesn’t appear until

partway through the video.

Noﬁonar
Online
Safety

n hascome ot

violent

such as Fac
Kids.The scary

menmofsdtoolsanddldrenacossmecom% Dubbed the

-Ikeﬁy'uml'

hours and has even been assodated with self-ham. It has been reported
mtu\e’Mam’ﬁg\lewasOtgemlycmxed asa sculpture and featured in an art gallery in
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DISTRESSING FOR
CHILDREN

Popular YouTubers and other accounts have
been uploading reaction videos showing
thelr experience of the MOMO challenge.

Some of the videos Indude a disclosure
message warning that the content may be
“Inappropriate or offensive to some
audlences” and that “viewer discretion Is
advised” butt videos are still easlly
accessed by clicking’l understand and wish
to proceed’ The Image of the Momo’
character can be deeply distressing to
children and youn .?eople and It's
Important to note t may slip through
parental settings and filters.

e

can ba quite frightening and distressing for young
people. Whilst this may seem obvious, It's Important
for you to raltarate to your child that Momo Isnot a
raal person and cannot directly harm them! Also, tell
your child to not go opanly searching for this content
online as It mayonly cause more distrass.

BE PRESENT

It's Important for you, as a parent or carer, to be
prasentwhile your children are online. This will give
you a greater understanding of what they are doing

on thoir devices, as wall as providing you with the
opportunity to discuss, support and stop certain
activities that yourchlldmuy ba Inwol In. As the
nature of each task bacome progressively worse It's
also Important to racognise any changes In your
child’s bahaviour.

TALKREGULARLY WITH
YOURCHILD

As wall as menitoring your child’s activity, it’s
Important for you discuss it with them too. Not only
willthis give you an undsrstanding of thair online
actions, but those honest and fraquant convarsations
will ancouragae your child to fesl confident to discuss
Issues and concerns thoy may have related to the
online world.
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TELLTHEMIT'SNOT REAL

Just like any urban legand or horror story, the concept
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content that your child can view, as wall as halp youto
monitor thalr activity. In addition to this, it'svital that

and do anything they are not comfortable with, online
or offline. if they are unsura, enoouu%e;'hom to talk to

DEVICE SETTINGS &
PARENTAL CONTROLS

Ensure that you set u? arental controls for your
devicas at home. This will help to rastrict the types of

you are aware of your device and account sattings to
ansure your child’s utmest safaty. For axample, on
YouTube you can turn off ‘suggested auto-play’on
videos to stop your child from viewing contant that
they have not directly selacted.

PEER PRESSURE

Trands and viral challenges can be tampting for
children to take part In; no matter how dangerous or
scary thoy seom. Make sure you talk to your child
about how they shouldn't succomb to pesr pressure

you or anothaer trusted adu

REAL ORHOAX?

As a parent It Is natural to feal worrled about cartain
things you see online that may be harmful to your
child. However, not everthing you ses online Istrue.
Check the valid ity of the source and be mindful of
what you share as It mayonly cause more worry.

‘Momo’challenge we are hearing about in the media.

SUGGESTED VIDEOS
ONYOUTUBE

J

REPORT & BLOCK

You can’t always rely on parantal controls to block
distressing or harmful material. Paople find ways
around acx‘l:tform’s algorthm In cedar to share
and promots this type of matsrlal. Duato this, we
advise that you flag and report any matarial you
deam to be Inappropriate or harmful as seon as
you come across It. You should also blockthe
account/content to prevent your child from
vigwing It. Also ancourage your child to
record/scraanshot any contant thay feel could be
malickous to provide avidancs In order to escalate
the Issueto the approp fate channals.

FURTHER SUPPORT

Spoak to the safeguarding lead within your child’s
school should you have any concarns regarding
your child’s online activity or malidous content

that could affect them.

If your child sees somathing distressing, It Is
Important that thoy know where to go to seek halp
and who thair trusted adults are. They could also
contact Chikdline where a trained counsallorwill
listan to anything that's worrying them.

The Childline phone numbaer Is
0800 1111,

SOUNES
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o www btk couk
o www bbcm durewa \denorthen ebind 4 72560

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Twitter - @natonlinesafety

Facebook- /NationalOnlineSafety
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Phone-08003688061
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